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Date of Construction: Established in 1941, most of the buildings were

constructed during WWI.
Owner: Department of the Army

Significance: Kansas Army Ammunition Plant was one of several Army
ammunition plants constructed during WWLI, and the
majority of its buildings and structures are used for
Storage and production purposes. Maintaining a high
level of integrity, Kansas Army Ammunition Plant
possesses limited significance as a good example of a
WWIl~era military production and storage facility.

Historical Report
Prepared by: Libby Baylies Burns and Julie Mueller, 1982.

Prepared for
Transmittal by: Robie 5. Lange, HABS/HAER, 1985.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Kansas Army Ammunition Plant is a govermment-owned, contractor-operated
mmnitions manufacturing and storage facility located on 13,727 acres at
Parsons, Kansas. One of several Army ammunition facilities constructed during
World War II, the plant largely maintains its World War II layout and
landscape. The majority of the 5€2 buildings are storage facilities. The
remainder are production and production-related support structures. Activity
at Kansas has reflected the greater political and military enviromment with
heightened activity during the Cold War, Korean War and Vietnam War, and

deactivaticn and lay-aways of many areas during pericds of relative stability.

Although the Kansas Army Ammunition Plant as a whole possesses limited

historical significance as a typical World War IT-era facility its individual
buildings do not possess any specific historical, architectural or industrial
significance at this time. There are no Category I, II or III properties at

this installation.
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This report represents the results of an historic properties survey of Kansas
Army Ammunition Plant. Prepared for the United States Army Materiel
Development and Readiness Command (DARCOM), the report is intended to assist
the Army in bringing this installation into compliance with the National
Histcric Preservation Act of 1966 and its amendments, and related federal laws
and regulaticns. To this end, the report focuses on the identification,
evaluation, documentation, nomination, and preservation of historic properties
at Kansas. Chapter 1 sets forth the survey's scope and methcodolegy: Chapter 2
presents an architectural, historical, and technological overview of the
installation and its properties:; and Chapter 3 identifies significant
properties by Army category and sets forth preservation recommendations.

Illustrations and an annctated kbibliograply supplement the text.

Thig report is part of a program initiated through a memorandum of agreement
between the Naticnal Park Service, Department of the Interior, and the U.S.
Department of the Army. The program covers 74 DARCOM installations and has
two components: 1) a survey of historic properties (districts, buildings,
structures, and objects), and 2) the development of archeolcogical overviews.
Stanley H. Fried, Chief, Real Estate Branch of Headquarters DARCOM, directed
the program for the Army, and Dr. Robert J. Kapsch, Chief of the Historic
American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HAES/HAER)
directed the program for the National Park Service. Sally Kress Tompkins was

program managek, and Robie S. Lange was project manager for the historic

properties survey.
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This report was one of five pilot studies undertaken by the HABS/HAER office
in the summer of 1982. For the purpcse of testing and tapering HARS/HAER
survey methodology to the specific requirements of the DARCOM project summer
field teams, under the direction of HABS/HAER staff members, were sent to five
DARCOM installations. Libby Baylies Burns, field supervisor, and Julie
Mueller did the field work at Kansas and prepared this repcrt. The authors

greatly acknowledge the help of Ron Keenan, Chief Engineer.

The complete HABS/HAER documentation for this installation will be included in
the HABS/HAER collections at the Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs

Division, under the designation, HAER # KS-4.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

SCOPE

This report is based on an historic properties survey conducted in 1982 of all
Army-owned properties located within the official boundaries of Kansas Army

Ammunition Plant. The survey included the following tasks:

o Completion of documentary research on the history of the installation and

its properties.
© Completion of a field inventory of all properties at the installation.

0 Preparation of a combined architectural, histarical, and technologifcal

overview for the installation.

o Evaluation of historic properties and develcopment of recommendations for

preservation of these properties.

Also completed as a part of the historic properties survey of the
installation, but not included in this report, are HABS/HAER Inventory cards
for 134 individual properties. These cards, which constitute HABS/HAER

Documentation Level IV, will be provided to the Department of the Army.
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Archival copies of the cards, with their accompanying photographic negatives,

will be transmitted to the HABS/HAFR collections at the Library of Congress.

The methodolegy used to complete these tasks is described in the following

section of this report.

1.

METHODOLOGY

Documentary Research

Kansas Army Ammunition Plant was one of several Army ammunition plants
constructed during World War IT, and the majority of its buildings and
structures are used for storage and production purposes. Documentary
research centered on the developmental history of the installation and its
role as an Army munitions facility. The Kansas State Historic
Preservation Office was contacted about possible historic properties at

Letterkenny, but no historic properties were identified by this source.

Army records used for the field inventory included current Real Property
Inventory {RPI) printouts that listed all officially recorded buildings
and structures by facility classification and date of construction; the
installation's property record cards; base maps and photographs supplied
by installation personnel; installation master plamming, archeological,
environrment assessment, and related reports and documents. A completé

listing of documentary material may be found in the biblicgraphy.
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Field Inventory

The field inventory was conducted by Libby Baylies Burns and Julie Mueller
in mid-August of 1982. Assistance was provided by Mr. Ron Keenan of the

Facilities Engineering Office at Kansas.

Field inventory procedures were based on the HABS/HAER Guidelines for

Inventories of Historic Buildings and Ergineering and Industrial

Structures.l All areas and properties were visually surveyed. Building
locations and approximate dates of construction were noted from the

installation's property reccords and field-verified.

Field inventory forms were prepared for, and black and white 35mm
photographs taken of all buildings and structures through 1945 except
basic utlitarian structures of no architectural, historical, or
techinological interest. When groups of similar ("prototypical") buildings
were found, one field form was normally prepared to represent all
buildings of that type. Field inventory forms were also completed for
representative post-1945 buildings and structures.2 Information
collected on the field forms was later evaluated, condensed, and

transferred to HABS/HAER Inventory cards.
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3. Historic Overview

A combined architectural, historical, and technological overview was
prepared from information developed from the documentary research and the
field inventory. It was written in two parts: 1} a introductory
description of the installation, and 2} & history of the installation by
pericds of develcpment, beginning with pre-military land uses. Maps and

photographs were selected to supplement the text as appropriate.

The objectives of the overview were to 1) establish the periods of major
construction at the installation, 2) identify important events and
individuals associated with specific historic properties, 3) describe

. patterns and locations of historic property types, and 4) analyze specific

building and industrial technologies employed at the installation.

4. Property Evaluation and Preservation Measures

Based on information developed in the histcrical overviews, properties
were first evaluated for historical significance in accordance with the
eligikility criteria for nomination to the Natioral Register of Historic
Places. These criteria reguire that eligible properties possess integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and

asscciation, and that they meet one or more of the follc:;wing.3
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A, Are associated with events that have made a significant centribution

to the broad patterns of our history.

B. Are asscciated with the lives of persons significant in the Nation's

past.

C. Embcdy the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction, represent the work of a master, possess high
artistic values, or represent a significant and distinguishable

entity whose components may lack individual distinction.

D. Have vielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in

pre-history or history.

Properties thus evaluated were further assessed for placement in one of
five Army historic property categories as described in Army Regulation

420-40:2

Category I  Properties of major importance

Category II  Properties of importance

Category III  Properties of minor importance

Category IV  Properties of little or no importance
Category V  Properties detrimental to the significance of

adjacent historic properties
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Based on an extensive review of ﬁhe architectural, historical, and
technological resources identified on DARCOM installations natiorwide, four
criteria were developed to help determine the appropriate categorization level
for each Army property. These criteria were used to assess the importance not
only of properties of traditional historical interest, but of the vast number
of standardized or prototypical buildings, structures, and production
processes that were built and put into service during World War II, as well as
of properties associated with many post-war technological achievements. The

four criteria were often used in combination and are as follows:

1) Degree of importance as a work of architectural, engineering, or

industrial design. This criterion took into account the qualitative

factors by which design is normally judged: artistic merit,

workmanship, approprlate use of materials, and functionality.

2) Degree ©f rarity as a remaining example of a once widely used

architectural, engineering, or industrial design or process. This

criterion was applied primarily to the many standardized or
prototypical DARCOM buildings, structures, or industrial processes.
The more widespread or influentilal the design or process, the greater
the importance of the remaining examples of the design or process was
congidered to be. This criterion was also used for non-military

structures such as farmhouses and other once prevalent building types.
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3) Degree of integrity or completeness. This criterion compared the

current condition, appearance, and function of a building, structure,
architectural assemblage, or industrial process to its original or
most historically important condition, appearance, and function.
Those properties that were highly intact were generally considered of

greater importance than those that were not.

4) Degree of association with an important person, program, or event.

This criterion was used to examine the relationghip of a property to
a famous personage, wartime project, or similar factor that lent the

property special importance.

The majority of DARCOM properties were puilt just prior to or during World
War I1I, and special attention was given to their evaluation. Those that
still remain do not often possess individual importance, but collectively
they represent the remnants of a vast construction undertaking whose
architectural, historical, and technelogical importance needed to be
assessed before their numbers diminished further. This assessment
centered on an extensive review of the military construction of the
1940-~1945 pericd, and its contribution to the history of World War II and

‘the post-war Army landscape.

Because technology has advanced so rapidly since the war, post-World War
II properties were algo given attention. These properties were evaluated
in terms of the Nation's more recent accomplishments in weaponry,

rocketry, electronics, and related technological and scientific
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endeavors. Thus the traditional gefinition of "historic" as a property 50
or more years old was not germane in the assessment of either World War II
or post—war DARCOM buildings and structures; rather, the historic
importance of all properties was evaluated as completely as possible

regardless of age.
Property designations by category are expected to be useful for
approximately ten years, after which all categorizations should be

reviewed and updated.

Following this categorization procedure, Category I, II, and III historic

properties were analyzed in terms of:

o Current structural condition and state of repair. This information

was taken from the field inventory forms and photographs, and was
often supplemented by rechecking with facilities engineering

personnel.

o The nature of possible future adverse impacts to the property. This

informaticon was gathered from the installation's master planning

documents and rechecked with facilities engineering personnel.

‘Pased on the above considerations, the general preservation
recommendations presented in Chapter 3 for Category I, II, and ITI
historic properties were developed. Special preservation recommendations

were created for individual properties as circumstances required.
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Report Review

Prior to being completed in final form, this report was subjected to an
in~house review. It was then sent in draft to the subject installation
for comment and clearance. When the installation cleared the report,
additicnal draft copies were sent to DARXM, the appropriate State
Historic Preservation Officer, and, when requested, to the archeclogical
contractor performing parallel work at the installation. The report was

revised based on all comments collected, then published in final form.
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NOTES

Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record,
National Park Service, Guidelinesg for Tnventories of Historic Buildings
and Fngineering and Industrial Structures (unpublished draft, 1982).

Representative post-World War II buildings and structures were defined as
properties that were: (a) "representative" by virtue of construction
type, architectural type, function, or a combination of these, (b) of
obvious Category I, II, or III historic importance, or {c) prominent on
the installation by virtue of size, location, or other distinctive feature.

National Park Service, How to Complete National Register Forms
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, January 1977}.

Army Regulation 420-40, Historic Preservation (Headquarters, U.S. Army:
Washington, D.C., 15 April 1984).
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Chapter 2

H1STORICAL (WERVIEW

Background

The Kansas Army Ammunition Plant (KAAP) is one of several installations built
by the Army during World War II for the production and storage of materiel.
Owned by DARCOM, the installation consists of 562 buildings located on 13,727
acres in Labette County, Kansas. The history of KAAP's mission and production
cycles reflect the course of political and military events over the past half
century. During times of political crisis and military action, the plant
required increase production and employment. Additionally, advances in
armament technology required the adaptation and up-dating of lines to accept
new machinery and processes. In contrast, times of peace decreased preoduction:
demands resulting in plant shutdowns and the lay-away of many areas. In spite
of these fluctuations in the rate of occupancy and the type of industrial
process employed, KAAP remains virtually intact as a record of a World War II
army ammunition plant. The site design and the industrial buildings'
exteriors remain unaltered in almost all instances. (Figure #1) Minor
alterations made to some buildings have not affected the integrity of the
World War I1 image. Except for the demolition of the staff housing area in
the early 1950's, only a handful of the buildings at the site have been lost.
The present appearance is due, in part, to the plant's continued use as an
ammunition plant and to the fact that many lines have beeh in a state of

lay-away for most of their existence.l
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Site Selection

The history of the congtruction of the Kansas Army Ammunition Plant
illustrates the type of activity necessitated by the impending war and the
need for increased national defense and military aid during the early 1940's.
The choice of site and rapid erection of the plant is a single example of the
War Department's response to these events. As one of the ammunition plants
constructed during this pericd, the study of KAAP provides a rich source of
information on the type of industrial military buildings erected during World
War II and the design of a site plan, as well as the type of location,

preferred to suit the needs of an ammuntion plant.

In May of 1939, the Secretary of War authorized appropriations for the
construction of the Kansas Ordnance Plant (later to become the Kansas Army
Ammunition Plant)}. Within the following two years, the United States
government purchased thousands of contiguous acres Of rolling prairie farmland
from the farmers of Parsons, Kansas. The large, flat, open expanse provided
an ideal site for an ammunition plant, whose function required the separation
of oth buildings and different production lines by large distances to prevent
c¢hain explosions. Black and Veatch, consulting engineers of Kansas City under
contract to the Quartermaster Corps, surveyed the land. Houses, barns,
schools and churches located on the acquired property were either moved by

their former owners or were demclished by the Army. Two cemeteries, the
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Franklin and the Fairview, located within the boundaries of the plant, are the

only remaining, clearly visible evidence of the site's pre-military history.

They served the local community from 1871 to 1941 (see appendix 2).

World War IT Construction

Construction of KAAP was rapid. Begun in 1941, work was completed in only one
vear. The Corps of Ergineers contracted the architects, Battey and Childs.
Construction contractors were Peter Kiewit Sons Co. and George W. Condon Co.
of Omaha and Paschen Contractor, Inc, of (21'1ir:c‘:1go.2 Eiéht load, assemble and
pack lines (LAP) for the loading, assembly and packing of 8lmm shells and 100
pound beombs and facilities for the production of fuzes, boosters, detonators
and primers for the above ammunition were completeé by November 1942,
Administration, maintenance and support areas were also erected, along with

miles of fence and new roads.

To accomplish this significant construction task in such a brief peried,
‘building designs and their components were standardized. Stardard
specifications were employed for masonry, carpenter's work and roofing to name
a few. Hardware, sash and doors were also standardized. In addition, similar
building materials were utilized throughout the plant — concrete slab
foundations, asbestos shingle roofing, hollow clay tile walls for industrial
buildings and novelty wood siding for support facilities. Since steel was at
a premium during this period, wood 2 x 4's were bolted together to form

trusses. The standard truss width, 51'5", in turn starndardized the width of
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the buildings in which it was employed. In addition, prefabricated sections
of walls, doors and roofs were brought to the constructiocn area allowing a
building time of three days.3 Storage facilities such as igloos and
warehouses were built from designs known to have been used at other
installations during this period. Within the KAAP plan, several buildings of
identical design were constructed in the production and administration areas
as well, for example, change houses, boller plants, vacuum houses and sentry

stations.

A standardization of architectural design and features created many structural
types among KAAP's buildings. A structural type is defined as a building type
which has basically one design but may house a variety of functions causing
slight architectural variations. The production or LAP buildings at KAAP

illustrate this point.

Generally long and narrow with gable roofs, LAP buildings are built of
structural clay tile with doors and windows at regular intervals.
Architectural variations of the LAP buildings are related to their function.
The load and assemble areas within these buildings are often divided by
concrete partition walls which protrude through the roof to prevent the spread
of fire or explosicn. (Figure $#2) For those buildings used as packing
houses, loading platforms and sliding doors replace the standard double doors
found in the load and assemble areas. Like their exterior design, LAP
buildings have four standard interior arrangements: 1) buildings with no
partition walls, 2) buildings with a single partition wall at one end of the

building, 3) buildings with concrete partition walls at regular intervals
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Detonator Loading Building #715.

this building is one of many similar ones with concrete partian

walls utilized to prevent the spread of fire or explosions.
(HABS/HAER Field Photograph #6:31A)

Located in the 700 area
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which protrude through the roof, and 4) those with partitions which do not
protrude through the roof. In addition to the very long, narrow LAP
buildings, a few smaller buildings serving the same functions are located the
700 and 800 areas. These buildings have thick concrete partition walls which

protrude above the roof and are meant to isolate and direct an explosion.

The similar arrangement of buildings within each area adds to the
architectural cohesiveness of the entire plant. Areas having
explosives-related production lires have similar site plans. The highly
explosive nature of the materials used at these sites demanded a series of
small buildings (64 to 120 square feet) set at large distances from one
another and from the larger LAP facilties, for the unloading and storage of
explosive powders prior to their processing. In addition, all buildings are
connected to one another by a network of enclosed walkways to protect
employees, materials and products from the elements. These walkways wrap

around most buildings like enclosed porches.

In sum, the Kansas Army Ammunition Plant's cohesive visual image and historic
landscape are characterized by standardized building designs, structural
types, and a sprawling functional site plan. KAAP is not exceptionally
unusual or unique among army installations of its pericd in its architectural
integrity. As a well-preserved World War I army ammunition plant, the
buildings and site are of limited historical value as an example of the United

States Department of War's response to the materiel needs of World war II.
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KaAP's Mission

The industrial mission of KAAP has traditionally been cne of production and
storage. Research and developrent have not played a role in the history of

the installation. The main responsibilities of KAAP have been:
- to load, assemble and pack items of ammunition
- to operate and maintain active facilities
- to maintain laid-away and stand-by facilities

- to participate in industrial preparedness and emergency mobilization

planning

- to manufacture explosives, and to load, assemile and pack ammunition and

explosive leoaded ammunition components and related products4

The misgion hag basically remained unchanged since the plant wag first
planned. The Johns Manville Corporation ran KAAP for its first three years
during the Second World War, employing over 7000 pecple. It was common
practice then, as it is today to contract the operation of an installation to
a private company. This is known as a GCCO (Government-Owned,
Contractor-Operated) operation. During the war, the Ordnance Department, the
branch of the War Department responsible for the production of ammunition, had

300 personnel on site working in conjunction with the contractor.
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From 1945 to 1950, all production activities ceased and the government
maintained the plant on a stand-by basis without a contractor. The
installation was run solely by the government, making it a GQGCO
(Government-Owned, Government-Cperated) plant. The post-war years were spent
receiving, storing and issuing ammunition and maintaining the facility. In

1945 all available land was leased to local farmers for agricultural purposes,

a practice which has continued to the present day.

The Cold War and the Korean Conflict precipitated reactivation of the plant by
the Ordnance Corps in the early 1950°'s. The actual rehabilitation of the
plant was carried out by the Corps of Engineers. KAAP was running at full
capacity by 1954 and continued to do so until 1957 when it went intc a ten

year stand-by pericd.

The war in Southeast Asia catapulted the plant into full action once again for

four vears beginning in 1967.

Lay-away of the various lines began in 1970 under the present contractor, Day
and Zimmermann, but was not completed until the late 1970's. Presently, two
lines are manufacturing ammunition and a third is undergoing rehabilitation

for use in the future. A discussion of these industrial lines follows.

1. Industrial Lines

The plant is divided geographically into twenty-one areas, each area having a

separate function. Nine of the areas have lines which are reserved for
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production related activities. With the exception of the lead azide line

(3000), all production lines were erected during the Secord World War.

a. THE 300 LINE - FUZE LOADING

The 300 area was used as a fuze loading line during World War II. 1In the
1960's the line manufactured explosives for mines. The line was modified in
1976 to load, asserble and pack the projectile, 155mm Improved Conventicnal

Munitions round (ICM). The 300 line continues this production today.
b, THE 500 LINE - BOOSTER LINE

The 500 area originally produced supplementary charges and boosters (M21A4).
The Line was reactivated to perform the same task in 1951 until being laid
away in 1957. In 1967 the plant was modified to load, assemble and pack the
XM 716 and 717 fuzes. Production of these items ceased in 1969 and the plant

was laid away in 1971. Future plans call for its use in ICM preduction.
c. 'THE 700 LINE - DETONATOR LOADING
The 700 area is the largest, currently active line. Originally designed to

manufacture detonators, it continues to produce detonators as well as

explozion charges.
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d. THE 800 LINE -~ PRIMER LCADING

The 800 area has always been used for the production of primers. Its active
history follows that of the entire plant: activated during times of war and
laid away during times of peace. It is presently in a medium state of

readiness lay—away.

e, THE 900 LINE - 1O5mm SHELL LOADING

The 900 area produced 105mm howitzer ammunition during World War 1I and the
Korean Conflict. From 1268 to 1972 it produced 8lmm mortar rounds. For the
next four years the lire was modernized and automated to produce, on a trial
run, the M374A3 mortar cartridge. Since 1978, the 900 area has been laid away

to a medium state of production readiness.

f. THE 1000 LINE - MELT LCADING

Like the 700 line, the 1000 line has been used throughout its history for its
original function, producing 105wm ammunition. In 1968, the line was
reactivated, modernized, and partially automated. Ten years later, the line

was laid away.

g. THE 1100 LINE - DEMOLITION BOMB LOADING

0f all the original production lines, the 1100 line has undergone the most

physical change. (Figure #3) Originally used for the production of bombs

during times of war, the area is presently being prepared for the production
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Melt and Pouring Building #1109, Located in the 1100 area
this building features emergency safety shutes from the second
and third floor levels., (HABS/HAER Field Photograph #2:8)
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of Combined Effects Munitions {CEM) for the Air Force. As a result, several
buildings are being demolished. Limited production is expected to begin this

year.
h. THE 1200 LINE - AMMONIUM NITRATE PLANT

The 1200 area is the smallest of the production lines. Presently in a
laid-away state, it was first designed as an ammonium nitrate production
plant. During the Korean Conflict, the area was used as a plant to rework

105mm cases returned from overseas.
i. THE 3000 LINE - LEAD AZIDE PLANT

The newest production area is the 3000 area designed by DuPont de Nemours was
constructed by Martin K. Fby Construction Co. urnder contract with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers in 1948. The plant was designed to produce lead azide
and scdium azide. Except for a trial run of the lead azide facility, the

plant has never been used.
2. Storage

The Kansas Army Ammunition Plant stores finished ammunition until shipment and
stores explosives and inert parts until consumed in production. There are two

types of storage facilities on site.

a. Igloos are found in areas 1500 {explosives storage), 1600 (bulk powder),

1700 and 1900 {explosives and finished ammunition), and 2700.
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b. Warehouses are in areas 1400 {inert storage) and 1800 (finished

ammunition) .

The structures were used through the Korean Conflict. After that time the
government retained a certain number of the buildings for its continued use
and leased the unused buildings to private companies for storage purposes. At
present, most of the igloos and warehouses are empty. These structures have
not been altered since their construction. They represent an intact example
of not only a World War II storage building type, but also a complete site

plan since ncne have been demclished.
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Notes

When the industrial buildings at KAAP are not in use for an extended
period of time, i.e. when a production line is shut down, the
buildings are put in a state of "lay away." Buildings are
decontaminated with thorough chemical washing to rid them of
explosive materials, such as powders. They are then locked up.
However, windows and doors are not covered over. Machinery is
disassembled, washed, greased and either stored within the building
or elsewhere.

An alternative to the laying away of buildings is a state of "stand
by." In this instance, buildings and machinery have been
decontaminated but the machinery is assembled and ready to begin
production upon short notice.

"DARCOM Installation and Activity Brochure for the Kansas Army
Ammunition Plant, {Reports Control Symbol DRC1S-102)." The name
George W. Corkion is listed as George W. Crandon in the "Kansas Army
Ammunition Plant, Parsons, Kansas" publication by Pay and Zimmermann.

"Kansas Ordnance Report Parsons, Kansas Consoer, Townsend and
Quinlan: and Battey and Childs Architect-Engineer Organization
Procedures,” Histcric Records Box 34, KAAP, unpublished report; THE
KAAPSULE, October 1971,

"DARCOM Installation and Activity Brochure for the Kansas Army
Ammunition Plant, (Reports Control Symbol DRC1S-102}."

Bi-Annual Historical Reports for the Kansas Army Ammunition Plant,
July 1951 to December 1957, unpublished reports. "Annual Historical
Summary (RCS CSHIS - 6(R2)), KRAP, July 1970 to June 1973,
typescript. "DARCOM Installation and Activity Brochure for the
Kansas Army Ammunition Plant, (Report Control Symbol DRCIS~102)."
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Chapter 3

PRESERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS

Background

The Army Regulation on Historic Preservation requires that an historic
preservation plan be developed as an integral part of each installation's
planning and long-range maintenance and development scheduling. The purpose

of such a program is to:

* Preserve historic prcperties to reflect the Army's role in history
and its continuing concern for the protection of the nation's
patrimony.

* Implement historic preservation projects as an integral part of the

installation's maintenance and construction programs.

* Find adaptive uses for historic properties in order to maintain them
as actively used facilities on the installation.

* Eliminate damage or destruction due to improper maintenance, repair,
or use that may alter or destroy the significant elements of any
property.

* Erhance the most historically significant areas of the installation

through appropriate landscaping and conservation,
To meet these overall preservation dojectives, the following general

preservation recommerdations apply:

Category I Properties

A1l Category I properties not currently listed on or nominated to the National

Register of Historic Places are assumed to be eligible for nomination, and as

gsuch are subject to the "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and
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Cultural Properties" (36 CFR 800) of the Advisory Council for Historic

Preservaticn (ACHP). The following general preservation recommendations apply

te these properties:

a)

b)

c)

Each Category I property should be treated as if it were on the
National Register, whether listed or not. Properties not currently
listed should be nominated, Category I properties should not be
altered or demolished without ACHP review, as specified in the above

referenced procedures.

An historic preservaticn plan should be developed and put into effect
for each Category I property. This plan should delineate the
appropriate maintenance and conservation, rehabilitation, or
restoration program to he carried out for that property. It should
include a maintenance and repair schedule and estimated initial and
annual costs. The plan should be approved by the State Historic
Dreservation Officer in accordance with the above referenced ACHP
procedures. Until the historic preservation plan is put into effect,
Category 1 propertieé should be maintained in accordance with the

Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and Revised

Cuidelines for Rehabilitating Historic E?.t;lildiggs.JL

Each Category I property should be documented in accordance with
HABRS/HAER Documentation Level II, and submitted for inclusion in the
HARS/HAER collections in the Library of Con:_:,;ress.2 When no

adequate architectural drawings exist for a Category I property, it

shall be documented in accordance with Documentation ILevel I of these
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standards. In addition to Documentation Level I, in cases where standard

measured drawings are unable to record the significant features of a property

or techriclogical process, interpretive drawings should be prepared.
Category II Properties

1) Category II properties currently listed on or eligible for nomination to
the National Register should conform to the general preservation

recommendations that apply to Category I.

2) Category II properties not individually eligible for nomination to the
Naticnal Register should conform to the following general preservation

recommendations:

a) Category II properties should not be demolished, and their facades,
or other elements of the property that are significant, should be

protected from major or irreversible modifications.

b) An historic preservation plan shall be developed for each Category 1T

property, similar to the requirements for Category I.

c) Each Category II property shall be documented in accordance with
HABS/HAER Documentation Level II and submitted for inclusion in the

HABS/HAFR collections in the Library of Ccmgress.3
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Category III Properties

1} HNo special maintenance of Category III properties is required if they are
not listed on or eligible for nomination to the National Register as part
of a district or thematic group. Such properties, however, should not be
demolished, and their facades or those parts of the property that
cantribute to the historical landscape or visual value of the district or
group, should be protected from major modifications. HABS/HAER
Documentat ion Level IV has been completed for these properties, and no

additional documentation is required.

2) Category III properties listed on or eligible for nomination to the
. National Register as part of a district or thematic group should conform

to the following general preservation recommendations:

a) Properties should be treated as if they are on the National Register,
whether listed or not. Properties not currently listed should be
nominated. 8Such properties may not be altered or demolished without

ACHP review, as specified for Category I properties.

b}  An exterior maintenance plan should be developed for all properties

in each such district or group.

c} Properties that are endangered for operational or other reasons

should be documented in accordance with HABS/HAER Documentation Level
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III, and submitted for inclusion in the HARS/HAER collections in the

Library of Congress.4 Similar structures need only be documented

once.,

.Category 1 Properties

There are no Category 1 properties at KAAP.

Category II Properties

There are no Category II properties at KAAP.

Category IIl Properties

There are no Category III properties at KAAP,
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Notes

National Park Service, Secretary of the Interior's Standards for
Rehabilitation and Revised Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic
Buildings, 1283 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 19E3).

Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record,
National Park Service, Ammotated Standards for Structural Documentation
(washington, D.C.: HAES/HAER, May 1983).

Annhotated Standards.

Annotated Standards.




Kansas Army Ammunition Plant
HAER No. KS-4
Page.3"]

_}4'..

BIELIOGRAPHY

A, SOURCES AT DARCOM HEADQUARTERS, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

1. Unpublished Reports

DARCOM Installation and Activity Brochure on Kansas Army Ammunition Plant
(Reports Control Symbol DRCIS-102)

B. SCURCES AT ARRCCM HEADQUARTERS, ROCK ISLAND, ITILINOCIS

1. Unpublished Material

Historic Photo File: Photos of KAAP since 1941, not arranged in any order.
Contact: Bob Boville

Industrial Facilities Inventory, two out of three known bound volumes of WWIL
construction plans for KAAP, Contains site plans, photes, and
architectural drawings for individual structures and structural types. A
key source for building information. Rock Island has possession of these
inventories for approximately twenty-eight WWII installations.

"KAAP's Activities During WWIX," three pages from a bound volume on microfiche
in the Historical Office,

C. SOURCES AT KANSAS ARMY AMMUNITICN PLANT, PARSCNS, KANSAS 67357

l. Reports - Published

Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, War Department Qffice of the Area Erngineer
Completion Report, Kansas Ordnance Plant, Job No. 42-1. Office of the
Chief of Engineers, Aug. 31, 1942, Four Volumes. Bound typescripts, site
plans, photos, correspondence, tables, pertaining to the 1941-1942 site
construction., Also contains an architect's record sheet (Volume 4) which
lists drawings by nunber, government job number and gives a general
description or title of the drawing. Box 34. '

Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, War Department Industrial Facilities Inventory,
Kansas Ordnance Plant, Parsons, Kansas. Kansas City: Office of the
District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1943-1945. Three volumes
(#1, 18, 25). Vol. 1 gives general information and a description of
property, supplementary information, cost of project, and tabulation of
equipment types and cost. Vols. 18 and 25 are addendums to Vol. 1,
bringing it up to date. Most of the same material is repeated. Of
particular interest are aerial photos of the site, photos (both interior
and exterior} of completed buildings labeled with building number and use
or functicn, plans of all buildings, and sections of major buildings with
overall dimensions. Indexed. This information is a key source. Vols. 1
and 18 are located in Box 34. Vol. 25 is held by Joe A. Ryan, Civil
Engineer for Day and Zimmermann at KAAP.
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Almer, Charles, W. Jr., Report on Cartridge, 105mm: HE, MI 1000 Area Kansas
Army Ammnition Plant. Dover, New Jersey: Artillery Mortar Ammunition
Branch, Ammunition Development and Engineering Directorate, Picatinny
Arsenal, Nov. 1971. Gives background and current information on KAAP with
primary emphasis on the 1000 line loading, assembling and packing
operations. Photos and text describe plant in general and 1000 line in
detail. Box 35.

2. Unpublished Reports

"Ammunition Production for Vietnam —- Impact on Southeast Kansas." Box 34.

Briefing Brochures under the names of various visiting officials., Very
similar to DARCOM brochure but with more specific details. Box 36.

"E.I. DuPont de Nemours & Co. Contract DAAA 09-67-C-0213. ‘''Summary Report
on Parsons Works Start~up." Refers to 1968 lead azide plant. Box 34,

Fall-Out Shelter proposal. Box 34.
"Phase II Study, Stand-By Under Power" 1953. Box 34.

"Resume of Cperations, Kansas Ordnance Plant 1942-1956." Contains gocd,
. large—-scale map. Box 34,

"Annual Historical Summary" {(RCS CSHIS-6(R2)), Kansas Army Ammunition Plant.
1 July, 1970 to 30 June, 1971 and 1 July, 1972 to 30 June, 1973. Day and
Zimmermann, Inc., Kansas Division, Parsons. Annual reports indicating
plant production, employment, quality trends for year supplemented by
daily bulletins and plant newspapers. Typescript. Box 35.

"Analysis of Job Supply and Demand in SE Kansas Resulting from Personnel
Reductions at KAAP" 1972. Box 36.

Bi-Annual Historical Reports. Very helpful reports with information on
general lay-out, production, finances, persormel.

"Report of the Meeting at DuPont de Nemours & Co., Wilmington, Delaware on 3
May, 1967." Lists manufacturing facilities and support buildings
necessary for lead azide and socdium azide facility (3000 area). Contact:
L.W. Bailey, Chief, Operations Review Division.

3. Newspapers

The Parsons Sun, 1241 issue with headlines announcing appropriations to build
the plant. Box 34.

KARP NEWS, March 15, 1968 to May 15, 1%68. Plant newspaper. Box 36.
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The KAAPSULE, July 1970 to Noverber 1971. Plant Newspaper. Also, October
1971 special edition for thirtieth anniversary of plant. Box 36.

Manila folder with rews clippings from PARSONS SUN. Box 36.

The Mortar Blast June 15, 1268 to July 1970, plant newspaper. Box 36.

VX KOP May 1942 to December 1942. Vols. 1042, Installation newsletter.
Contact: Don Gullet.

Organization Historical Files 228-08. Newsclippings 1961-1981. In Security
Office.

Plant bulletins located in Industrial Relations Office,

4. Maps and Photos

"Area Prints” A black binder containing photos and area maps with.building
numbers. Box 34,

“"General Layout Maps" Brown binder contains early plate mags, government
claims to the land, surveyors notes, etc. Very good source. Box 34.

Photo Album - 31 leaves of 8x10 black and white photos, two page inventory
indicating photo nurber and subject. Dates on back of p